Everton Schools to Ask Voters for Operating Levy Increase

The Everton R-3 School Board, at their regular December meeting, voted to put a request to raise our operating levy ceiling by $1.00 on the April ballot.  Official ballot language has been filed in the County Clerk’s office and reads as follows:

“Shall the School Board of the Everton R-3 School District be authorized to increase the operating tax levy to be used for utilities, supplies, transportation costs, teacher and staff wages, and other District operating expenses by one dollar per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation?  If this proposition is approved, the adjusted operating levy of the school district is estimated to be $4.1283 per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation.”

Everton R-3 Schools has experienced a steady loss of students in grades K-12 from a high of 224 in 2002 to a low of 168 last year.  We have held steady at about 175 students so far this year.  When asked why they are leaving, most folks have told us they are moving closer to work because of high gas prices.  



Our school receives roughly 52% of its operating funds from Missouri’s DESE (Department of Elementary and Secondary Education) through a new funding formula.  This formula is based on the number of students we serve and the total assessed valuation of the property in our district.  We receive about 8% from federal sources.  The remaining 39% comes from local property taxes.  A little math will show you that because of our declined enrollment, funds we receive from DESE are now less than they were six years ago.  Can you imagine how much expenses have gone up in the same period of time?  The last couple of years we have been forced to work from a deficit budget (more expenses than income), making up the difference from our reserves.  These reserves are now getting dangerously low (estimated to be 7% by the end of ’08-’09).  


A study of Missouri schools with grades K-12 that have around 200 students or less reveals that most have operating levies a dollar or more higher than our present $3.13.  Most of those with similar levies to ours have total assessed valuations two to three times higher than our $9,854,698, which will help them bring in more funds with the same levy.  We have cut costs everywhere we feel we professionally can, and still offer all that DESE mandates while educating our children as well as we do.  


When re-assessment took place a couple of years ago, our levy ceiling was driven down by the Hancock Amendment from $3.4712 to $3.0462.  The higher assessed valuation coupled with the lower tax rate caused the funds we received from taxes to be about $11,000 less than we received the year before.  The big blow, however, was losing half of DESE’s Small Schools Grant (roughly $42,000) because our levy was no longer at least $3.43 as DESE requires for us to get that money.


Dealing with this situation is like handling a two-edged sword.  On one side we have to worry about paying for what we are doing.  On the other, we are mandated by DESE to offer a specific type and number of classes for our students, especially in grades 7-12.  Each fall we get an Annual Progress Report (APR) from DESE showing how our students performed on State mandated tests called the MAP tests and, for our high school students, End-of-Course exams.  If we do not offer enough courses or if our students do not score high enough on the mandated tests, then DESE can come in and allow our students to go to other schools and make us pay for it, or DESE can take complete control of the management of the school.  Either situation is bad for us.



We have a lot to brag about with our little school.  We are set up better with technology than most schools, and have accomplished this with grant money, NOT District funds.  Our teacher to student ratio is envied by most educators.  We have a GREAT staff, GREAT students and GREAT parents.  As far as this year’s academic APR (DESE’s annual progress report) is concerned, we met all 14 of 14 criteria - - -  you can’t do any better than that!  We will be receiving the “Distinction in Performance” award again.



So - - - this isn’t just about money.  We could make a few more cuts in the high school, but would then be out of compliance with what DESE tells us to offer.  We could combine some classes in the elementary, but then worry about our students advancing on the MAP tests enough to meet requirements on the yearly APR.  The bottom line is this: we have our staff and our budget set up in the best way to do the job we need to do now, but we need more income.

A community informational meeting about the levy vote will be held in the Everton High School Gym at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, February 17.  If you are a taxpayer in the Everton R-3 School District – please come.
Submitted by Chuck Adams, Superintendent, Everton R-3 Schools.

