Everton R-3 Receives “Distinction in Performance” Award

Everton R-3 Schools has once again qualified for the state’s “Distinction in Performance” award on the basis of their academic achievements and progress during the last school year (2007-08).  State education officials just recently made the announcement official. 

In all, 330 school districts – compared to 295 last year – earned the coveted award, which is presented annually by the state education department.  Of this year’s recipients, 278 are K-12 districts; 52 are K-8 districts.  There are 523 public school districts in the state. 

“We are gratified by the steady increase in the number of districts meeting the high standards for this award,” said Stan Johnson, assistant commissioner of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  

“Teachers and school officials throughout the state are definitely focused on meeting these standards, and we are seeing the results of that effort.  To earn this award, a district must be doing well, or making consistent progress, in all areas of academic performance.  Parents and patrons should be proud if their school district has earned this honor,” Johnson said. 

The Distinction in Performance award is based on the 14 academic performance standards that are the basis of the state’s accreditation program for all school districts.  The standards are based on scores from the state-mandated MAP tests, graduation rate, attendance, ACT scores, and other indicators. 

To qualify for the award this year, K-8 districts had to meet 6 of the 7 performance standards that apply to these districts, including all of those based on the results of MAP tests.  K-12 districts had to meet 13 out of 14 standards, including all of the MAP-based measures.  
Recently, a publication circulated the Ash Grove area showing Everton Schools ranking 418th out of 523 Missouri schools.  One has to wonder about the validity of the ranking information of this publication since Everton met all 14 of the 14 standards mentioned above.  You can’t do any better than 14 out of 14!
